Historic,  archived  document 

Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 
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This  shearing  shed  and  corral  is  intended  primarily 
for  sorting  and  shearing  flocks  of  sheep.  No  provision 
is  made  for  feed  or  water. 

A  slotted  floor  is  used  in  the  shearing  shed,  except  in 
the  shearing,  wool-packing,  and  storage  areas. 

The  floor  is  12  to  18  inches  above  the  ground  to  allow 
for  accumulation  of  manure.  The  flooring  is  made  in 
panels  for  easy  removal  during  cleaning. 

The  shearing  room  includes  space  for  holding  sheep 
while  they  are  sheared,  and  facilities  for  keeping  the 
wool  clean.  An  area  is  also  provided  for  packing  and 
storing  wool. 

The  gates  are  in  proportion  to  the  pen  sizes  and 
should  be  as  big  as  is  reasonably  possible  to  permit 
quick  "filling  up." 

There  are  many  different  designs  for  shearing-shed 
gates.  These  may  be  the  sliding,  lifting,  or  tipping  type. 
Another  useful  type  of  gate  is  a  combination  lift-up 
swing  and  telescoping  type  as  shown  on  the  reverse  of 
this  sheet. 

A  well-built  and  well-located  system  of  corrals,  close 
or  adjacent  to  the  shearing  shed,  can  save  labor. 
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An  efficient  corral  system  should  contain  two  crushes, 
a  footbath,  cutting  chute,  holding  pens,  and  three-way 
cutting  gates. 

If  possible,  the  corral  should  be  built  on  a  slope  to  pro- 
vide good  drainage.  The  cutting  chute  should  run  from 
north  to  south,  and  uphill. 

A  cutting  chute  can  help  separate  the  flock  into 
smaller  groups  for  breeding,  lambing,  culling,  and 
shearing. 

The  cutting  area  should  contain  enough  pens  that 
lead  to  the  cutting  gate  for  all  the  cuts  required. 

The  plan  was  developed  at  Oregon  State  University, 
Corvallis. 


Complete  working  drawings  may  be  obtained  from  the  extension  agri- 
cultural engineer  at  your  State  university.  There  may  be  a  small  charge 
to  cover  cost  of  printing. 

If  you  do  not  know  the  location  of  your  State  university,  send  your 
request  to  Agricultural  Engineer,  Extension  Service,  U.S.  Department 
of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.C.  20250.  He  will  forward  your  request 
to  the  correct  university.  ORDER  PLAN  No.  6096,  SHEARING  SHED 
AND  CORRAL-  for  sheep. 
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